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THE  TEARS  1942  AND 


General  Stat 5 st i c  s : 


Area  in  acres  ...  . .. 

Estimated  population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses- 
Rateable  Value  ...  '  . . . 

Value  of  a  penny  rate"... 


77,394. 

1942  -  18,070. 

1943  «  17,290, 
4,590. 


Social  Conditions^ 


The  overcrowding  due  to  the  war  and  lack  of  new  building  remains,  but 
is  slightly  less  than  it  was  owing  to  the  return  of  some  evacuees  to  their 
former  homes  and  to  the  younger  inhabitants  going  into  the  Forces. 

Vital  Statistics. 


1942 

1943 

1939 

Live-Births: 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

127. 

129. 

142. 

109. 

95. 

99. 

Illegitimate  ... 

9. 

8. 

9. 

14. 

4. 

3. 

Total 

136. 

137. 

151. 

123. 

99. 

102. 

The  illegitimate  Births  - 

17  and  23  - 

have 

risen 

compared  with  7  in  1939 

the  usual  result  of  war. 

Still-Births: 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ... 

2. 

1. 

4. 

3. 

Illegitimate  . . . 

2^ 

- 

« 

- 

Total 

4.. 

1. 

4. 

3. 

The  still -births  -  5  and  7  -  compare  with  3  in  1939,  possibly  due  to  the 
effect  of  war  on  the  mothers’  health. 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population: 

"  "  "  "  "  "  for  whole 

Count.jy : 


1942. 

1943. 

1939. 

15*1. 

15*8. 

13-21 

15*8. 

16-5. 

15*0. 

Still  less  than  general  birth  rate  but  has  risen  as  expected  since  1939, 
when  it  was  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  whole  country.  Is  it  possible  that 
our  generally  low  birth  rate  is  due  to  housing  difficulties? 


Deaths : 

1942. 

1943. 

1939. 

All  causes  . 

Male: 

108. 

94. 

81. 

Female: 

106. 

96. 

82. 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

•  •  • 

11*8. 

10*9. 

10*31, 

Rates  for  whole  country  ... 

Infants  -under  1  year 

•  •  • 

11*6. 
M.  F. 

12*1. 

M.  F. 

12*1. 
M.  F 

Legitimate 

•  •  » 

2.  2. 

4. 

4. 

2.  4, 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  • 

2.  - 

2. 

1. 

-  - 

Shows  no  special  bias  against  illegitimates. 


Causes  of  Death: 


-  2  - 


1942. 

1943. 

1939 

Whooping  cough 

•  •  •  •  0  a  •  •  • 

3 

Diphtheria 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

- 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  respiratory  ... 

4 

5 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other  foms  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Influenza 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

6 

6 

Measles 

o  •  «  •••  a  •  • 

1 

- 

— 

Cancer 

•  •  •  *  •  a  •  «  0 

31 

29 

27 

Diabetes 

«  •  f  •  a  u  «  •  • 

2 

1 

2 

Heart  and  Bloodvessels  ...  ... 

96 

75 

68 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ... 

19 

21 

10 

Ulcer,  Stomach 

and  Duodenum  ... 

3 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years  ... 

- 

2 

- 

Appendicitis 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Other  digestive 

diseases  ... 

7 

11 

6 

Nephritis 

•  •  •  •  •  a  •  •  « 

3 

3 

5 

Premature  Birth 

•  •  •  •  •  a  •  •  • 

5 

2 

5 

Birth  Injuries 

•  a  •  a  a  a  •  •  • 

4 

1 

— 

Suicide 

•  ••  •  •  •  ••• 

2 

- 

-> 

Road  Accidents 

a  a  a  •  •  •  ••• 

5 

6 

- 

Other  violence 

•  •  a  •  •  •  •  •  a 

4 

9 

5 

Other  causes 

•  •  •  a  a  a  a  a  a 

19 

15 

10 

Disease  of  the  heart  and  bloodvessels  in  1942  seems  higher  than  expected,  other¬ 
wise  there  is  nothing  unusual  about  the  figures. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

During  the  period  Mr.  Setchell  has  left  and  most  of  the  sanitary  work  is 
now  done  by  Mr.  Over,  who  has  replaced  him. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

'  Water  undertakings.  Our  area  straddles  the  water-shed  between  the  Test  and 
Kennet  valleys.  There  have  been  suggestions  that  if  much  more  water  is  drawn 
out  of  the  chalk  to  the  south,  the  water-level  may  be  sufficiently  lowered  to 
affect  our  supply. 

Sewers  are  supplied  in  Kingsclere,  Whitchurch,  La verst oke  and  Overton, 

Housing.  There  has  been  no  building  since  the  war  and  owing  to  the  influx  of 
extra  population,  the  position  is  very  difficult.  Replies  to  a  questionnaire 
sent  to  the  Parish  Councils  by  the  Clerk  called  for  381  new  houses  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Many  old  houses  are  not  up  to  the  standard  expected  after  the  war;  they  are 
damp  and  dark,  water  has  to  be  fetched  from  a  pump  outside,  and  it  is  necessary 
to  go  out  to  the  privy;  there  are  far  too  many  bucket  closets. 

,19  ' 

Schools.  Many  are  in  need  of  repair  and  redecoration.  Floors  are  very  bad. 

A  large  number  of  schoolchildren  now  have  school  dinners,  which  I  consider  has 
a  definitely  favourable  effect  on  their  health. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  This  is  done  by  the  practitioners  of  the  area.  The 
school  teachers  report  that  practically  10C$  of  entrants  to  the  schools  at  age 
5  are  immunised. 

Infectious  Diseases.  These  are  still  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at 
Basingstoke- and  Andover.  Infantile  paralysis  goes  to  Alton. 


Notified. 

1942. 

1943. 

1939. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  39  , 

57 

40 

Diphtheria 

...  2 

4 

3 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

31 

15 

11 

Erysipelas 

...  13 

8 

6 

Measles  ... 

...  33 

133 

8 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  24 

15 

19 

The  measles  epidemic  was  expected  in  1940-41,  but  was  delayed,  presumably  owing 
to  the  scattering  of  the  children  in  the  big  towns. 

DR.A.A.COCKATNE, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


